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12.4 Nattai River Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan-
Stage 2 Report 

Reference: 8100/17 
Report Author: Floodplain and Stormwater Engineer 
Authoriser: Manager Assets  
Link to Delivery Program: Conserve the key natural resources of the Shire water 

catchments, arable land, key wildlife corridors, vegetation 
and scenic landscapes 

  
 

PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of this report is to advise Council on the outcomes of the Nattai River 
Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan-Stage 2 and recommend its adoption. 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. THAT the Nattai River Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan Report be 

adopted 
 

2. THAT Council proceed to the implementation stage of the risk management 
plan. 

 

REPORT 

BACKGROUND 

For many years, Council has been developing Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plans 
for various catchments across the shire in accordance with the NSW Government’s Flood 
Policy and Floodplain Development Manual. 

Under the policy, the management of flood liable land is the responsibility of Local 
Government. The State Government may provide 2/3 funding for approved projects through 
the Office of Environment & Heritage (OEH). The floodplain risk management study & plan 
is the second stage in the floodplain management process. The risk management study 
considers various flood mitigation options and suggests their implementation considering 
the benefits and costs. The floodplain management process is outlined below: 
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Stage  Description  

1. Flood Study  Determines the nature & extent of the flooding 
problem  

2. Floodplain Risk Management Study  Evaluates management options for existing & 
future development of the floodplain, taking into 
consideration the social, economic & 
environmental costs & benefits  

3. Floodplain Risk Management Plan  Management plan for the risks identified in the 
risk management study  

4. Plan Implementation  Implementation of actions identified in the plan  

The stages 2 & 3 are undertaken together. 

REPORT 

Council commissioned WMA Water Pty Ltd to undertake the Nattai River Floodplain Risk 
Management Study & Plan. The study was prepared in consultation with the residents and 
property owners, Council’s Floodplain Risk Management Advisory Committee (WFRMAC), 
Council staff and the Office of Environment & Heritage. 

In accordance with the recommendations of the WFMRAC the draft report was publicly 
exhibited from 15 July to 22 August 2016 for 38 days. Two submissions were received 
during the exhibition period and the main issues raised in the submissions were: 

 
 Vegetation and weir removal from the river, 
 Increase the size of the culvert under the swimming pool, 
 Deepen and widen the river, 
 Concern over financial loss when the swimming pool is flooded, 
 Environmental impact of the flooding of the swimming pool, 
 What measures required to prevent disaster due to a Probable Maximum Flood, 
 Whether Council is going to increase the  capacity of the drains 
 Objections to 0.5m freeboard, 
 The weir and swimming pool are a problem to flooding of the surrounding  areas 
 The swimming pool be removed and put outside the flood zone 
 The effect of new bridge on Colo Street 

 

The points included in the submissions were addressed and are included in the final report. 
The executive summary of the Nattai River Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan is 
included in Attachment 1 and a full copy of the report has been made available in the 
Councillors’ Room. The catchment plan is included in Attachment 2. 

IMPACT ON COUNCIL’S FIT FOR THE FUTURE IMPROVEMENT PLAN 

The Nattai River Floodplain Risk Management Study & Plan meet the objectives of Fit For 
The Future Improvement Plan. 
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CONSULTATION 

Community Engagement 

Community consultation was undertaken in 3 phases. 

Phase 1: At the beginning of the study, a community information brochure and questionnaire 
were distributed to 50 flood affected properties identified in the flood study. A total of 
7 responses were received.  

Phase 2: After phase 1 consultations, a community meeting was held in Mittagong RSL 
Club where 7 residents attended.  

 
Phase 3: The draft report on the Nattai River Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan 
was placed on Public Exhibition from 15 July to 22 August 2016. The public exhibition period 
was advertised in the local newspapers. The draft report was made available on Council’s 
website and hard copies were made available at the following locations: 

・ Bowral Library 

・ Mittagong Library 

・ Moss Vale Library 

・ Moss Vale Civic Centre 

Two submissions were received on the draft report and are described in the report section 
of this report and addressed in the final study report. 

Internal Consultation 

Staff from Council’s Development Services, Strategic Planning & Asset branches were 
consulted. 

External Consultation 

The Office of Environment & Heritage and Wingecarribee Floodplain Risk Management 
Advisory Committee were consulted.  

SUSTAINABILITY ASSESSMENT 

 Environment 

There are no environmental issues in relation to this report. 

 Social 

There are no social issues in relation to this report. 

 Broader Economic Implications 

There are no broader economic implications in relation to this report. 

 Culture 

There are no cultural issues in relation to this report. 
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 Governance 

There are no governance issues in relation to this report. 

 

COUNCIL BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no budget implications to this report. 

RELATED COUNCIL POLICY 

Nil. 

OPTIONS 

The options available to Council are: 

Option 1 

Council adopt the final report on the Nattai River Floodplain Risk Management Study & 
Plan-Stage 2. 

Option 2 

Council not adopt the final report on the Nattai River Floodplain Risk Management Study & 
Plan-Stage 2. 

 

Option 1 is the recommended option to this report. 

CONCLUSION 

Councils are responsible for determining the extent of flooding within Council areas to 
determine future works, strategies to minimise the impacts of flooding and control 
developments on flood affected lands. The completion of the risk management study and 
plan will help Council to achieve the above. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Executive Summary - Nattai River FRMSP  

2. Nattai River Catchment Plan  
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